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sary to support the solitude of Potsdam and the hatred
of the late King. He neither increases nor diminishes
in favor, and his influence is almost a nullity. Such a
repugnance for a man of some consequence in his pro-
fession, and who neither can offend nor disgust, is
enigmatical.

It is nearly certain that the capitation plan will be
rejected. This hasty expedient would not have been a
substitute equal to their wants. But you must feel how
much so many variations will diminish all confidence in
the subaltern and concealed administrators, who act in-
stead of ministers; and how every circumstance concurs to
render a prime minister necessary. Nothing seems deter-
mined on except a desire to change. There is no system;
for I cannot call the vague desire of easing the people
by that term; nor any regular plans, formed from knowl-
edge, examination, and reflection.

None of the difficulties, for example, had been fore-
seen that arise from the suppression of the monopoly
and administration of tobacco, which afforded an asylum
to twelve hundred invalids, army subalterns, and even
lieutenants. These invalids must live, and be maintained
by the King. Nor is this all. Shares in the tobacco
company originally cost a thousand crowns, and brought
in eleven per cent; the price afterward rose to fourteen
hundred crowns. The contract granted by the late King
was to be in force to the year 1793. Should the King
buy in these shares, at a thousand crowns each, this
would be unjust; since they have been purchased at
fourteen hundred, on the faith of a contract of which
seven years are unexpired. If he should pay interest for
them, at the rate of eight per cent till the year 1793,
he must then himself become a loser, Would it not
have been better not to have made any change till the
contract should expire of itself, or till he had found a
proper substitute ? The effects which are the represent-
atives of the capital, consist in utensils, warehouses,
houses, carriages, etc., etc. These cannot all be sold
without loss, which must likewise fall on the King. The
monopoly was burdened with pensions, bestowed on per-
sons by whom they had been merited; or, if you please,ll
